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N a t u r a l l y - O c c u r r i n g A s b e s t o s
General I n f o r m a t i o n

• Asbes tos is a term used for several type s of naturally-occurring f ibrous
minerals found in many parts of Cal i fornia. The most common type of
asbestos is chrysotile, but other types are also found in Cal i f ornia .
Serpen t in e rock o f t e n contains chrysotile asbestos, e s p e c i a l l y near f a u l t
zones. Serpent ine rock is abundant in the Sierra f o o t h i l l s , the K l a m a t h
Mountains, and Coast Ranges. Serpentine rock is t y p i c a l l y
grayish-green to bluish-black in color and may have a shiny
appearance.

• Asbestos is not found in all serpentine rock or f a u l t zones, but when it
does occur, it is typ i ca l ly present in amounts ranging from less than
1% up to about 25%, and sometimes more. Asbestos is released fromserpentine rock when it is broken or crushed. T h i s can happen when
cars drive over unpaved roads or driveways which are surfaced with
serpentine rock, when land is graded for building purposes, or at
quarrying operations. It is also released naturally through weathering
and erosion. Once released from the rock, asbestos can become
airborne and may stay in the air for long periods of time.

• Other sources of asbestos are in man-made products. The most
common sources are heat-resistant insulators, cement, furnace or p i p e
coverings, inert f i l l e r material, f i r e p r o o f gloves and c lo thing, and brakelinings. Asbestos has been used in the United Stat e s since the early
1900's, however, asbestos is no longer allowed as a constituent in mosthome products and materials. Many older bu i ld ings , schools, and
homes s t i l l have asbestos containing products. There f or e , laws are inplace to protect citizens when these bu i ld ings are renovated ordemolished.

• There are many laws pertaining to asbestos. The Air Resources Board
adopted a statewide control measure which prohibits the use of
serpentine rock for unpaved surfacing applicat ions if it has more than
5% asbestos. There may be addi t ional or more stringent laws
concerning asbestos in your area - please contact your local air
po l lu t i on control district for further information.

' o r f u r t h e r in format ion please see:
F a c t Sheet #1: H e a l t h I n f o r m a t i o n on Asbestos
Fact Sheet #2: School Advisory for Naturally-Occurring Asbestos
Fact Sheet #3: Ways to Control Naturally-Occurring Asbestos Dust
Fact Shee t #4: Naturally-Occurring Asbes tos Around Your Home
Fact Sheet #5: Monitoring for Asbestos
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Asbestos General In format ion ; ht tp://www.arb.ca.gov/ioxics/Asbestosgeneral.hti

You may also download these fa c t sheets as one f i l e in Adobe Acrobat format.
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